
Required Summer Reading 2022
Dear Students, 

You’ve heard it before; reading is important to your future, no matter what 
your plan is!  To make sure you enter next year’s grade with the same reading skill 
level you left with in June, you NEED to read during the summer.  When you start 
a new grade in the fall, you will receive your choice of reward for reading and 
writing 2 summaries. Be an IMS HERO and keep your reading skills STRONG! 

All books should be first-time reads for you.
NO REPEATS!

Here’s what you have to do (this is NOT optional). 

1. Read at least 2 books this summer at your approximate 
skill level or higher.  Read more for extra credit 
possibilities!

2. Complete a summary sheet for each book. (attached)
3. Return the summary sheets to your ELA teacher in the fall.
4. Choose how to be rewarded for your reading (choose 

ONE):

● Points in the grade book (may vary by teacher)
● Free entrance to one Fun Night (held once per 

month on Fridays from 7-9 pm)
● Free entrance to one IMS sporting event
● One free concession item (IMS)
● Admission to an Ultimate Hero Reward Activity 

(held the last 25 minutes of the day)



May 23, 2022

Dear Parent(s):

Ionia Middle School requires all students to read during the summer break.  We hope that 
this will be a positive experience for your whole family.  There are thousands of studies 
that prove that without summer reading, students can lose significant gains made during 
the school year, also known as “summer slide.”  
When it comes to helping stanch summer learning loss, parents have a key role to play. 
Learning loss is much less pronounced, if there at all, in families that enrolled children in 
classes, took trips to local libraries, participated in reading programs, or took advantage 
of other, often free, learning opportunities. Numerous studies have shown that children 
have much better reading outcomes when parents are involved in learning about and 
helping their children with literacy.
http://www.onlinecollege.org/2012/05/15/15-critical-facts-everyone-should-know-about-
summer-learning-loss/

In our effort to stop summer slide in Ionia, the required summer reading is designed to 
continue your child’s development and enriched reading experience while still providing 
choice and motivation, especially to those who may struggle to find a book that “hooks” 
them. To help you with this requirement, we have provided some suggested books, along 
with websites that have more extensive lists.  The public library is also a wonderful FREE 
resource and provides fun summer programs for kids to further motivate those somewhat 
reluctant readers you may have living with you! 

Your student will get copies of the requirements from their ELA teachers. If they lose the 
paper, they can write summaries and rating on a lined piece of paper.

Requirements: All books should be a first-time read!  No repeats, please!

1. Read at least 2 books this summer at your approximate skill level or higher.
2. Complete a summary sheet for each book.
3. Return the summary sheets to your ELA teacher in the fall.
4. Choose how to be rewarded  for your reading:

● Points in the grade book
● Free entrance to one Fun Night (held once per month on Fridays from 7-9 

pm)
● Free entrance to one IMS sporting event
● One free concession item
● Admission to an Ultimate Hero Reward Activity (held the last 25 minutes of 

the day)
*Summary sheets are attached to the student information your child will receive at school. 

http://www.onlinecollege.org/2012/05/15/15-critical-facts-everyone-should-know-about-summer-learning-loss/
http://www.onlinecollege.org/2012/05/15/15-critical-facts-everyone-should-know-about-summer-learning-loss/


Summary Sheet Name___________________________________________

Please use complete sentences and your best effort at spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

Title:_____________________________Author:______________________________

Summary of Main Ideas (at least 3-5 sentences):___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Rating: On a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being the worst, what rating would apply to this book? ___

Give 2 reasons for your rating: 

1.___________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________

Summary Sheet

Please use complete sentences and your best effort at spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

Title:_____________________________Author:______________________________

Summary of Main Ideas (at least 3-5 sentences):___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Rating: On a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being the worst, what rating would apply to this book? ___
Give 2 reasons for your rating: 

1.___________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________
**Attach a separate sheet if you need more room.



The following lists are SUGGESTED titles by teachers and students at IMS.  You may choose to read 
other books at or near your level.

 6th Grade 7th Grade  8th Grade

Restart Prisoner B-3087 Wolf  Hollow

A Handful of  Stars The Best Man Raymie Nightingale

 The Fourteenth Goldfish The Breadwinner Ghost

Three Pennies The Secret Keepers Sticks and Stones

Ghost Boys The Incredible Magic of  Being The Apothecary

Crash 42 is Not Just a Number Born Too Short: The Confessions 
of an Eighth-Grade Basket Case

Cook Camp Bro: A Novel The Young Elites                     

The Wild Robot Aru Shah and the End of  Time Begging for Change

Alabama Moon The Summer of Letting Go Danger Box

The Name of This Book is Secret 
(series)

Will Sparrow’s Road Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie

Can of Worms Daniel X: Alien Hunter: A Graphic Novel Ice Mark Chronicles

Rebound Legend Memory of Light

Cool as Ice Amina's Voice Life As We Knew It

Stormy Middle School: Get Me Out of Here 
(series)

The 7th Most Important Thing

Vietnam: I Pledge Allegiance Don’t Judge a Girl by Her Cover The Marked Girl

Cracker Freak the Mighty Chains

Saving Zasha The Dead Girls of Hysteria Hall Orbiting Jupiter

Lemonade Wars Pax Dead Cat Bounce



More places to look for book ideas:

www.readergirlz.com www.guysread.com   
www.ioniacommunitylibrary.org www.whatshouldireadnext.com
www.scholastic.com/bookwizard    www.goodreads.com
http://bookriot.com/2015/05/26/ultimate-guide-books-reluctant-readers-ages-12-13/ 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/summer-learning-resources-matt-davis 

Books for readers who don’t like reading:

Skink No Surrender by Carl Hiaasen
Richard and his cousin Malley are best friends, but while Richard is 
pretty levelheaded, Malley tends to get into trouble. As a result, 
Richard is only mildly surprised to discover that she’s run off with a 
guy she meant on the internet in order to avoid being sent to 
boarding school.  Richard wants to go find her, and luckily he runs 
into what may be the perfect person to help him do just that:  a 
ragged, one-eyed ex-governor of Florida named Skink.
https://www.amazon.com/Skink-No-Surrender-Skink-Carl-Hiaasen-
ebook/dp/B00JCS2GTY

Game On! By Dustin Hansen
This zippy primer on video game development takes readers 
from the arcades of the 1970s to Minecraft and the future of 
gaming.  The well-told origin tales are a fantastic mash-up of 
pop and gaming culture and reveal the dedication and 
creativity of industry leaders such as Shigeru Miyamoto 
creator of Donkey Kong and Super Mario Bros.  Each chapter 
builds on the last, tracing the development of gaming 
technology, including apps.
https://www.slj.com/review/game-on-video-game-history-from-po
ng-and-pac-man-to-mario-minecraft-and-more

Middle School Mayhem (Misadventures of Max 
Crumbly Series #2) by Rachel Renee Russell
When we last left our hero, Max Crumbly, he had crash-landed on 
top of a Mighty Meat Monster pizza after taking a late-night tumble 
through the vents at Sound Ridge Middle School-and he was 
completely surrounded by three ruthless criminals!  Will Max be 
shredded to bits like mozzarella cheese on the hard and crunchy 
pizza crust of doom?
https://maxcrumbly.com/books/the-misadventures-of-max-crumbl
y-middle-school-mayhem/

  2022 Newbery Award Winner

Read the book, then watch 
the movie!

Five Feet Apart
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald
Ready Player One
Love, Simon
Wonder
A Wrinkle in Time
The 5th Wave
The BFG
Miss Perregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children
Harry Potter
Divergent series
The Fault in Our Stars
Artemis Fowl
City of Ember
The Maze Runner series
The Hunger Games series
Chronicles of Narnia
Eragon
The Lightning Thief
Mortal Instruments
A Series of Unfortunate Events
Mary Poppins
Little Women

Ionia Community Library 
Summer Reading Program 

For Teens
“Oceans of Possibilities”

Fun Ideas To Fit in Reading…
★ Schedule a “no electronics” day and READ!
★ Pick a shady spot or beach and READ.
★ Find a younger reader to read to.
★ Read the same book with a sibling, friend, or parent.
★ Create an online book club with friends on social 

media.
★ Follow the author of the book you’re reading on social 

media.

http://www.readergirlz.com
http://www.guysread.com
http://www.ioniacommunitylibrary.org
http://www.whatshouldireadnext.com
http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard
http://www.goodreads.com
http://bookriot.com/2015/05/26/ultimate-guide-books-reluctant-readers-ages-12-13/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/summer-learning-resources-matt-davis

